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LA MIRADA, CA — Put 7 promising young artists irveorkshop environment with no creative
limits, stir with the guidance of a veteran directtnd cook under the pressure of a public
performance within weeks and what do you get? {eta theatrical event that blends drama,
poetry, comedy, dance, film, and spoke word.

Phantom Projects Educational Theatre Group’s THodng Artist Project is currently
providing this kind of crucible for a talented tpmiof former strangers who are suddenly
experiencing the joy and pressure of creating pabmal theatre. They will perform their evening
program at 7 p.m. on August 8 at the La Mirada Tiedfar the Performing Arts. For tickets ($6 to
$20) or additional information, call 714-994-6310vesit PhantomProjects.com.

The Young Artists Project is the brainchild of &teCisneros, Phantom Projects Founder and
Artistic Director, who launched the program in 2@&7part of his company’s 10th Anniversary.

The group had never met before their first reredaesd rehearsed every day for 14 days
including one unique rehearsal that began at 1Zygind and ran until 8AM. The participating
artists are Marnin Grace Abad (18, Anaheim), Geisrlsgpez (18, Los Angeles), Emily Lappi
(16, Las Flores), Caitlin Selitrennikoff (19, AnammeHills), Emily Walker (18, Huntington Beach),
Jon Wayne (19, La Habra), Kelley Williams (20, ARana).

The Young Artist Project brings together aspirihgatre artists between the ages of 16 and
20 to merge their unique talents — whether writshiggcting, acting, singing, dancing, etc. —in a
collaborative effort to develop one-act plays ardgrmance pieces by members of the group. All
are asked to contribute in more than one areaat®o-week rehearsal process leading up to the
public performance in La Mirada.
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Over 100 applicants applied online or by phonew2€e brought in for individual interviews
to decide what talents they could bring to the gebjOnly 7 were selected. A unique aspect of
those selected: 6 are female and only 1 is male.

“Each year, we hope that the Young Artist Proyjeititallow young people to have their
visions come to life in a major Southland venu@jtd<Cisneros. “They will contribute to a
performance that is completely written, created pexdormed by some of Southern California’s
brightest young artists. It should be as exciforghe audience as it will be for these futuresta
to test their talents.”

“Because it is a fluid rehearsal project, as miactdevelopment and encouragement of the
creators and performers as to prepare for a spetibw, the great benefit for the participants will
be the emersion into a ‘real working environmeike lthey will eventually experience at a
professional theatre,” he said. “We are also ojgtimthat from this first class of 2008 we will
forge relationships with new collaborators who ity a part in our regular season productions
and tours to schools.”

Each year, Phantom Projects Educational Theatvagamounts a season of plays at the La
Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts and tounmmgductions to elementary, middle and high
schools in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.

For more information call 714-690-2900 or visit wi?hantomProjects.com. You can also

join in the community at our Facebook page, as agkht www.MySpace.com/PhantomProjects
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YOUNG ARTIST PROJECT CAST BIOS

Marnin Grace Abad, 18 from Anaheim, attending Cal State Fullertommasncoming
sophomore, majoring in theatre with an emphasatmg. first became interested in
acting while attending La Mirada High School; steefprmed, assisted directed,
choreographed such shows as “Grease” and “Anna@riesof the talents she will display
in the project is music as a pianist, singer, anwiriter. Marnin started playing piano at
an educational level at the age of five; she hasesstudied for 11 years. She has won
various National Piano Playing Audition Awards amorks part-time as a piano teacher
at Arts Development School of Music.

Emily Lappi, 16 from Las Flores, is ecstatic to be a parhefYoung Artist Project! She
has been in many productions at Tesoro High Schuat as: “Crazy for You,” “The
Merry Wives of Windsor,” and her favorite, “Rabbible.” She is enrolled in Actors
Repertory at Tesoro, and completed a semestee@aith Coast Repertory Youth
Program. She also created the behind-the-scenesn@ntary, of this year’s Young
Artist production with the goal of showing the agrte all of the hard work and passion



that these young people have put into this prodoctmily hopes to one day edit
movies, and also act on Broadway.

Gennesis Lopez18 from Los Angeles, is about to enter my seqgrat of college. My
goal is to double minor in sociology and Spanisti mnor in Women’s Studies. My
future goal is to become an immigration lawyer. Mypbies include dance and singing in
my car. My experience in regards to dance has beemd off since the ago of 8, which
I've learned the basics of dance technique. Howdwbimk | was just born with the gift
of rhythm. I've been dancing ever since | could eember. Interesting facts about me:
oldest of three, | play the guitar and the clariaed I'm the first generation attending
college. | got involved with Phantom Projects besealfelt | could incorporate my talent
of dance in combination with my personal endeawbisocial justice. | never thought the
two could come together to create an idea whichldventertain while educate, | think in
reality | never thought | could be a part of somagHike it. Currently I'm on a dancing
scholarship aft One Dancend hope to better my technique. In high schewd a
cheerleader all 4 years and captain my senior y@as a director of spirit for leadership
and part of Humanities Magnet Program which ingtyl interest in social justice.

Caitlin Selitrennikof, 19 from Anaheim, is very happy to be back periogmwith
Phantom. This is Caitlin’s"8production with the company and her second time
performing in the Young Artist Project. Among thasedits she has been performing in
various productions all over Orange County sineeatje of ten: Annie in “Annie,” Mary
Lennox in “Secret Garden,” Jane in “Peter Pan,”tslar “Sound of Music,” and
ensemble in “Oliver!” and “Joseph.” She is alsarted in both dance and voice. She
plans to attend Chapman University to achieve hek B Dance.

Emily Walker, 18 from Huntington Beach, for the past for ydaas been a part of the
Academy of the Performing Arts. While there | wam@mber of the Surf City Singers,
Actor’'s Rep, Tap Ensemble, as well as being Camthihe Comedy Sportz Team. After
graduation from Edison High School | performed indvlight Amphitheater’s
production of “43° St.” | participated in the Edinburgh Fringe Featiin the musical
“Murder on the High C’s.” My favorite past role wRszzo in “Grease.” Then | came to
be a part of Phantom Projects. | am so thrillede@ part of this group, mainly because
of the creative freedom. No one in this projeaasstricted-it's an opportunity that many
performers dream of. Future plans include beingg@aCornell’'s graduating class of
2013 and then hopefully moving to New York and wogkon Broadway.

Jon Wayne from La Habra, is an actor, emcee, producer, spokord artist and most
recently a comedian. I'm part of the group 3 Muskes$ along with emcee AVI and
producer Josh G. I do productions for many argst&/ps including Blakface, Cor
Originals and others. | have released 5 albums a&srecee, 4 albums as a producer, and 2
albums in groups, 1 with Spacebound and 1 with 3kdteers. In 2006 | released 1
poetry book entitled “This is your morning coffeerh now on.” | have acted in over 20
plays and musicals in various theatres, includingt@ phantom projects, this being the
3. | perform spoken word pieces frequently amongouarcafes and clubs in the LA
area, as well as hip-hop shows.

Kelley Williams, 20 from Altadena, Ever since | was a little ginave been in love with
acting and creating characters and stories. | ¢pvieg and writing speeches and poems.
| am going into my senior year at Pitzer Colleggamag in International and



Intercultural Studies. | aspire to have a careénternal Relations or diplomacy. | have
also had the opportunity to give the introductipeexh for Mae Jeminson my freshman
year in college. | choose to audition for thisragpportunity because | believe in the
power of theatre as a constructive tool for sosiritual and political change. | hope
that in whatever we create we move and inspire lpgomot only create change in the

world but within them.
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